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As Member-owned, wholesale generation and transmission 
cooperatives, Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas are affected by the energy 
demand of our Members and those they serve. For example, growth 
experienced by central and western Kansas businesses often means 
that demand for electricity will increase, thus affecting our operations. 
It is not surprising that the U.S. Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) predicts that total electricity demand will grow by 29 percent 
by 2040. Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas’ all-of-the-above approach to 
energy generation—which includes wind, gas and coal resources—
will help us meet that demand.

While we celebrate the success of the Kansas economy, the EPA’s 
recently proposed guidelines to strictly limit carbon emissions from 
existing fossil-fueled electric generation units, along with already 
proposed regulations for new generation facilities, could greatly limit 
our reliance on fossil-fuel resources, particularly coal, to meet that 
rising demand for electricity. 

A problem with limiting the use of fossil resources for electricity 
generation, according to some analysts, is that the government’s plan 
will be extraordinarily expensive for you. Why? The proposed EPA 
regulations require prohibitively expensive, commercially unproven 
technology to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 

The EIA reports that coal-fueled plants across the United States 
produce 39 percent of the nation’s electricity today. Without the 
production of coal-based energy, it will be very diffi cult for utility 
companies, including Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas, to fulfi ll our 
commitment of maintaining a reliable, low-cost supply of energy to 
our Members.

As for EPA’s claim that the proposed regulations will result in 
a vastly improved environment, a Sept. 18, 2013, congressional 
hearing elicited information that doesn’t support that claim. During 
that hearing, Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo pressed EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy to be more specifi c about the proposed rules’ impact 
on the environment. “It is unlikely that any specifi c step is going to be 
seen as having a visible impact on any of those impacts,” McCarthy 

said.  She testifi ed that 
the primary objective of 
the proposed greenhouse 
gas regulations is to 
infl uence “the international 
community,” mainly China, 
India, and other developing 
nations to follow suit 
with the United States’ 
emissions policies.

Our current operations 
do help protect the 
environment. For example, 
Holcomb Station has long 
been one of the cleanest 
in the nation as one-fourth of its construction costs were incurred for 
state-of-the-art environmental technology.  

We cannot sit idly by. As is our right, we must exercise our voice 
to remedy EPA’s proposed rules for greenhouse gases to make 
sure our families and businesses are not adversely affected by 
government regulations. Collectively, through letters and email to our 
legislators, we can demand that government regulations for energy 
production take into account consumers’ need for reliable, affordable 
energy and reasonable, achievable EPA standards that govern 
electric generation facilities, especially those that use fossil fuels. 

Even easier to do, take a few minutes today to contact the EPA 
through the Cooperative Action Network at www.action.coop. Even 
if you contacted EPA earlier this year, please consider doing so 
again since the current grassroots campaign addresses EPA’s latest 
proposed regulations.  

Having a voice is one of the most important rights each of us has 
as a U.S. citizen and as a cooperative member.  We need to use it.

~Stuart Lowry, President and CEO of Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas

Speak out about overreach of government regulations

1970s VS 1980s
The two eras were totally different.

VS
But, they had ONE thing in common.

The Fuel Use Act
1978-1987

You see, that circle shows us the period during the 70’s and 80’s when the Fuel 
Use Act – a law banning the use of  natural gas to generate electricity - was in 
effect.    

The result – to meet growing demand for electricity, electric co-ops invested 
billions in coal generation plants.  Since then, we’ve invested billions to add 
advanced technologies to comply with EPA regulations to ensure protection of  
human health and the environment.

But, now EPA wants to relive the past and ban coal.  Which leaves us wondering – 
where will affordable power come from in the future?  

Visit www.action.coop for more information.

Do you see that big red circle in 
the graph below? 

Tell the EPA to work with us on a common sense solution. Let’s go forward, not backward.
Visit: www.action.coop

Action.coop: easy way to contact EPA

Youth from Sunfl ower’s Member 
cooperatives took part in the 
54th Annual Electric Cooperative 
Government in Action Youth Tour in 
Washington, D.C., on June 12-19.

The tour’s purpose is to foster 
awareness of the functions of 
electric cooperatives and the 
nation’s political system and 
to promote youth leadership in 
communities.

The event was attended by 
1,600 high school students from 
43 states, including 15 from 
Sunfl ower’s Member 
cooperatives and 
four from Hawaii’s 
Kauai Island Utility 
Cooperative, which 
has partnered with the 
Kansas group since 
2004. Cooperative 
representatives were 
chosen through 
an application and 
interview process. 

Aside from 
participating in the 
NRECA Youth Day, 
which celebrated the 
50th anniversary of 
NRECA’s coordinating 
the Youth Tour trip, the 
Kansas group attended 
educational seminars 
and took in national 
memorials, including Arlington 
National Cemetery, Holocaust 
Museum, Smithsonian museums, 
Mount Vernon and Kennedy 
Performing Arts Center, where they 
watched the performance of “The 
Lion King.”

   The trip also included visits with 
Senators Pat Roberts and Jerry 
Moran and Congressman Tim 
Huelskamp.

“It was great to know that those 
working in Washington care about 
what we have to say and make 
sure they do their best to serve 
us,” Victory representative Camyrn 
Williamson said.

This year’s trip, however, began 
with an unexpected turn of events. 
The scheduled Friday-night fl ight to 
Washington, D.C., was cancelled. 

It took two days and fi ve different 
fl ights to get all the travelers to their 
destination.

The students took the delay in 
stride. “These students were rock 
stars; they were so grateful for 
the activities that we had provided 

for them,” said Shana Read, 
Youth Tour director and director of 
communications for Kansas Electric 
Cooperatives Inc.                                                                             

The impact of the trip was felt in 
different ways.

“As we walked into the Lincoln 
Memorial, I was in complete awe.  
As I read those signifi cant words 
on the walls, one phrase stood 
out: ‘this nation under God.’ It 
had a humbling impact, and as I 
exited the memorial, I seemed to 
have gained a new perspective,” 

Katie Murray, Pioneer 
representative, said.

“Even though I can’t vote 
yet, I can still make an 
impact. Everybody tells you 
otherwise, but by making 
your voice heard, you can 
make an impact on the world 
around you,” Shelby Coburn, 
Western representative, 
said.

Those attending the event 
included Regan Foos and 
Payden Shapland from 
Lane-Scott; Coleman Kirby 

and Katie Murray from 
Pioneer; Jaclyn Benoit, 
Morgan Beougher and 
Regent Erickson from Prairie 
Land; Daniel Anderson 
and Abbey Hebbert from 
Southern Pioneer; Andrea 

Limon, MacKenzy Meis and 
Camryn Williamson from Victory; 
Shelby Coburn and Sarah Gustin 
from Western; and Bailey Harris 
from Wheatland. This year’s trip 
was chaperoned by Wheatland’s 
Shawn Powelson and his wife, Lisa.

Exploring democracy
Sunfl ower’s Members send 15 students to nation’s capital

• EPA’s regulations will increase costs for businesses, 
which could result in signifi cant job losses.

• These top-down regulations will disproportionately 
hurt the 42 million families and businesses across the 
country that rely on cooperatives for affordable, reliable 
electricity.

• Cooperatives recognize the importance of clean 
air and clean water—that’s why we’re proud to lead by 
example. In fact, electric cooperatives have doubled their 
owned and purchased renewable energy capacity since 
2009. The aggregated total capacity jumped from 2.9 GW 
in 2009 to 5.9 GW in 2014. This capacity includes power 
from wind, solar, small hydro, biomass, landfi ll gas and 
geothermal installations.  

• Cooperatives also recognize the importance 
of affordable and reliable electricity—which could be 
jeopardized by the EPA’s proposed regulations.

Playfully posing for the camera  at the refl ecting pool near the 
U.S. Capitol, delegates from Kansas and Hawaii take a break from 
their schedule during the Government in Action Youth Tour held 
in Washington, D.C. “The Youth Tour delegates were thrilled to be 
offered a trip of a lifetime from their sponsoring cooperatives,” said 
Shana Read, director of communications at KEC, “and no doubt 
they were thrilled to fi nally reach DC after fl ight delays.”
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ELECTRIC COMPANY, LLC
neighbors serving neighbors

Mid-Kansas

In 1957, six rural electric distribution cooperatives formed Sunfl ower to provide wholesale generation and 
transmission services for western Kansas. Although decades have passed since our beginning, the cornerstone of 
our business has not changed. As a cooperative, our mission is to provide our Members and the 200,000 Kansans 
they serve with reliable power at the lowest possible cost using sound business practices. Sunfl ower Electric Power 
Corporation…it’s energy done right.

In 2005, fi ve rural electric distribution cooperatives and one wholly owned subsidiary formed Mid-Kansas to provide 
wholesale generation and transmission services in 33 central and western Kansas counties. Based on the cooperative 
principles, Mid-Kansas focuses on making our communities a great place to live and raise a family by providing 
reliable, affordable energy to our Members. It’s because at Mid-Kansas Electric Company we’re neighbors serving 
neighbors. 

Sunfl ower Electric Power Corporation ~ PO Box 1020 ~ Hays, KS 67601 ~ 785-628-2845 ~ www.sunfl ower.net Mid-Kansas Electric Company, LLC ~ PO Box 980 ~ Hays, KS 67601 ~ 785-628-2845 ~ www.midkansaselectric.net

As you fi nd yourself looking forward to a respite from sweltering temperatures, electric utilities 
fi nd themselves not only analyzing how their current generation resources have met this summer’s 
energy demand but also projecting energy load years in advance.

While it’s easy to take reliable electricity for granted, having access to electricity practically 24-7, 
regardless of weather conditions, is the result of in-depth analysis and strategic planning by electric 
utility staff. Each electric utility must not only meet the energy demand of its system, but as part of a 
regional power pool, utilities must also have energy reserves in place to guard against brownouts in 
the region. 

What’s our peak demand?
Peak demand is a single point in time each year when power usage across the Sunfl ower and Mid-
Kansas system is at its highest point. The peak demand for electric utility service on the system 
usually occurs during June or July between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. as consumers arrive home from work 
and use their central air units and household appliances. For example, last year’s annual peak load 
occurred on a hot summer day on June 27. As members of the Southwest Power Pool, Sunfl ower 
and Mid-Kansas (your wholesale generation and transmission utilities [G&Ts]) must not only be 
capable of meeting the annual peak demand but must also have a 12 percent reserve on top of that 
value.

What’s our generation mix?
The Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas Boards of Directors believe a diverse generation portfolio—made up 
of resources powered by different fuels, including coal, natural gas and wind—is the best approach 
to meeting the peak demand on the system. This diverse generation portfolio is important not only 
to meeting the demand but also to keeping costs as low as possible. Large baseload facilities fueled 
by coal or natural gas are expensive to install but provide relatively inexpensive energy during most 
hours. Smaller peaking facilities are cheaper to install but operate at higher costs during the shorter 
timeframe when load is peaking. Wind is also used if available; however, since the Kansas wind 
typically blows the least on hot summer afternoons, wind generation typically can’t be relied upon to 
meet our peak supply needs.

What does the future hold?
Recent internal studies indicated that new resources are necessary to meet future energy demands 
on the Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas system. This has resulted in strategic initiatives that include the 
construction of a new natural gas-based generating facility in southwest Kansas, power purchase 
contracts for renewable resources, preserving optionality of the Holcomb Expansion Project, and 
evaluation of a variety of other options available to meet our capacity needs. This “all-of-the-above” 
approach to energy generation ensures the Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas can continue providing its 
members with reliable energy at the lowest possible cost. 

What does this mean for you? 
The time of day that energy is used really matters. Using energy at a time when fewer consumers 
are pulling power from the electric grid helps decrease the peak demand, thus reducing the need for 
Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas to acquire additional generation resources, the cost of which ends up in 
all of our electric bills.

The mission of Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas is to serve our Members in the most effi cient, reliable, 
and affordable way possible so that they can deliver energy to meet your electric demand. All 
energy saving measures—whether taken by your G&Ts, your distribution cooperative, or by you—
help ensure that we can provide for and protect the way of life you value. By working together, we 
can accomplish more; it’s the cooperative way.

The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment recently announced 
the approval of the addendum 
to Holcomb Expansion Project’s 
prevention of signifi cant deterioration 
(PSD) air permit. 

“The issuance of the addendum 
is good news and a very important 
step in what has become a very long 
march toward the construction of a 
project that will provide reliable and 
affordable energy,” said Stuart Lowry, 
Sunfl ower president and CEO.
The initial air permit for the 895-
MW project, issued by KDHE in 
December 2010, was appealed by 
the Sierra Club in January 2011. In 
February 2011, The Kansas Supreme 
Court took up the case, remanding 
it to KDHE in October 2013. The 
Court directed KDHE to further 
consider the Mercury and Air Toxics 
Standards (MATS) and the new one-
hour ambient air quality standards 
for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and sulfur 
dioxide (SO2). KDHE made the court-
ordered modifi cations and issued a 
three-page addendum on Jan. 16, 
followed by a 30-day public comment 
period. KDHE reviewed comments 
and approved the addendum to the 
permit in fi nal form on May 30. The 
Sierra Club appealed the addendum 
on June 27.

Sunfl ower is celebrating the 
approval of the air permit addendum 
and is focused on defending the 
permit and preserving the optionality 
of the project. 

“We will work with our partner, 
Tri-State, to determine the next 
steps,” Lowry said. “As always, at 
each juncture we will continue to 
evaluate the project to ensure it 
remains in the best interest of our 
Members and those they serve.”

From an outside view of Rubart Station, it appears that the 
majority of the work is complete at the new electric generating 
facility. However, inside major work and fi ne tuning continues on 
state-of-the-art technology. 

All 12 of the 120 MW Caterpillar engine-generator sets have 
undergone early commissioning tests, such as fi ring the engines 

with natural gas but at no load, verifying proper fuel management 
and engine speed controls, measuring temperatures on numerous 
key engine components, and synchronizing the generators to the 
grid.

Each engine-generator set must then log at least several hours 
of operation at full load in order to produce enough engine heat to 
“run in” the engine prior to loading the catalyst into each engine’s 
selective catalytic reactor module. Once the catalyst is loaded, each 
engine-generator set is operated at various load points to start and 
tune the urea injection system. 

Simultaneous with all of these tests are countless other tests and 
checks for details, such as checking the adequacy of operating 
procedures, ensuring effectiveness of communications systems, 
verifying instrumentation accuracy, and validating control and alarm 
systems.

Once the project team accomplishes all of these tests and 
more, the facility will be taken through a formal battery of tests to 
demonstrate the ability to meet contract requirements, such as 
output, fuel effi ciency, emissions performance, and reliability.

Even after verifying all these complicated tests on the individual 
units, staff will conduct more tests to verify that the facility is 
capable of meeting those same requirements running all 12 units 
simultaneously or any combination of unit operation.

Rubart Station is an important system asset that will serve the 
needs of our Members and regional consumers, and by this fall all 
units will be available for service that will last for decades to come.

KDHE issues addendum to 
Holcomb Expansion Project

Meeting the challenge
Summer electric demand requires proactive strategies

Rubart Station engine-generator sets undergo extensive testing

Beginning in late spring through 
mid-summer, the members of 
Lane-Scott, Prairie Land, Victory, 
Western and Wheatland distribution 
cooperatives were given the 
opportunity to vote for self-regulation. 
Voting “yes” for self-regulation gives 
the locally elected cooperative board 
of trustees the decision-making 
authority to self-regulate electric 
rates for their members versus 
having that oversight rest with the 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
(KCC).  

Electric cooperatives across 
the state of Kansas have voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of self-
regulation after the state legislature 
gave individual cooperatives the 
option for their membership to vote 
on the matter in 1992. Decreased 
costs and even more democratic 
control without a sacrifi ce to quality 
of service have driven the movement 
toward self-regulation. 

Lane-Scott, Prairie Land, Western 
and Victory had self-regulated 
when given to right to do so by the 

Kansas Legislature. However, the 
KCC’s 2013 approval of the transfer 
of Mid-Kansas members (acquired 
by the Aquila acquisition that was 
fi nalized in 2007) to their respective 
distribution cooperative necessitated 
another vote on self-regulation by 
the total membership. The customers 
acquired by the creation of Mid-
Kansas had been under KCC 
jurisdiction.

In true cooperative spirit, the 
members of Lane-Scott, Prairie 
Land, Victory, Western and 
Wheatland overwhelmingly voted for 
self-regulation, opting for more local 
control and less government agency 
involvement. The returned ballots 
averaged 80 percent in favor of self-
regulation. 

Members of Southern Pioneer, the 
sixth member of Mid-Kansas, did not 
have the option to self-regulate since 
Southern Pioneer, although operated 
in the cooperative spirit, is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Pioneer Electric 
Cooperative.

Members’ voices heard:
‘Yes’ to self-regulation

EVERY MEMBER HAS A vo ice .

Rubart Station’s gen-sets, the fi rst of Caterpillar’s G20CM34 units anywhere 
in the world, are in place awaiting commissioning tests. The natural gas-fueled 
reciprocating engines offer high availability, long life, low fuel consumption, and 
low maintenance requirements. All 12 gen-sets will be on-line by the end of 
September. 
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energy demand but also projecting energy load years in advance.

While it’s easy to take reliable electricity for granted, having access to electricity practically 24-7, 
regardless of weather conditions, is the result of in-depth analysis and strategic planning by electric 
utility staff. Each electric utility must not only meet the energy demand of its system, but as part of a 
regional power pool, utilities must also have energy reserves in place to guard against brownouts in 
the region. 

What’s our peak demand?
Peak demand is a single point in time each year when power usage across the Sunfl ower and Mid-
Kansas system is at its highest point. The peak demand for electric utility service on the system 
usually occurs during June or July between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. as consumers arrive home from work 
and use their central air units and household appliances. For example, last year’s annual peak load 
occurred on a hot summer day on June 27. As members of the Southwest Power Pool, Sunfl ower 
and Mid-Kansas (your wholesale generation and transmission utilities [G&Ts]) must not only be 
capable of meeting the annual peak demand but must also have a 12 percent reserve on top of that 
value.

What’s our generation mix?
The Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas Boards of Directors believe a diverse generation portfolio—made up 
of resources powered by different fuels, including coal, natural gas and wind—is the best approach 
to meeting the peak demand on the system. This diverse generation portfolio is important not only 
to meeting the demand but also to keeping costs as low as possible. Large baseload facilities fueled 
by coal or natural gas are expensive to install but provide relatively inexpensive energy during most 
hours. Smaller peaking facilities are cheaper to install but operate at higher costs during the shorter 
timeframe when load is peaking. Wind is also used if available; however, since the Kansas wind 
typically blows the least on hot summer afternoons, wind generation typically can’t be relied upon to 
meet our peak supply needs.

What does the future hold?
Recent internal studies indicated that new resources are necessary to meet future energy demands 
on the Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas system. This has resulted in strategic initiatives that include the 
construction of a new natural gas-based generating facility in southwest Kansas, power purchase 
contracts for renewable resources, preserving optionality of the Holcomb Expansion Project, and 
evaluation of a variety of other options available to meet our capacity needs. This “all-of-the-above” 
approach to energy generation ensures the Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas can continue providing its 
members with reliable energy at the lowest possible cost. 

What does this mean for you? 
The time of day that energy is used really matters. Using energy at a time when fewer consumers 
are pulling power from the electric grid helps decrease the peak demand, thus reducing the need for 
Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas to acquire additional generation resources, the cost of which ends up in 
all of our electric bills.

The mission of Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas is to serve our Members in the most effi cient, reliable, 
and affordable way possible so that they can deliver energy to meet your electric demand. All 
energy saving measures—whether taken by your G&Ts, your distribution cooperative, or by you—
help ensure that we can provide for and protect the way of life you value. By working together, we 
can accomplish more; it’s the cooperative way.
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As Member-owned, wholesale generation and transmission 
cooperatives, Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas are affected by the energy 
demand of our Members and those they serve. For example, growth 
experienced by central and western Kansas businesses often means 
that demand for electricity will increase, thus affecting our operations. 
It is not surprising that the U.S. Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) predicts that total electricity demand will grow by 29 percent 
by 2040. Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas’ all-of-the-above approach to 
energy generation—which includes wind, gas and coal resources—
will help us meet that demand.

While we celebrate the success of the Kansas economy, the EPA’s 
recently proposed guidelines to strictly limit carbon emissions from 
existing fossil-fueled electric generation units, along with already 
proposed regulations for new generation facilities, could greatly limit 
our reliance on fossil-fuel resources, particularly coal, to meet that 
rising demand for electricity. 

A problem with limiting the use of fossil resources for electricity 
generation, according to some analysts, is that the government’s plan 
will be extraordinarily expensive for you. Why? The proposed EPA 
regulations require prohibitively expensive, commercially unproven 
technology to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 

The EIA reports that coal-fueled plants across the United States 
produce 39 percent of the nation’s electricity today. Without the 
production of coal-based energy, it will be very diffi cult for utility 
companies, including Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas, to fulfi ll our 
commitment of maintaining a reliable, low-cost supply of energy to 
our Members.

As for EPA’s claim that the proposed regulations will result in 
a vastly improved environment, a Sept. 18, 2013, congressional 
hearing elicited information that doesn’t support that claim. During 
that hearing, Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo pressed EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy to be more specifi c about the proposed rules’ impact 
on the environment. “It is unlikely that any specifi c step is going to be 
seen as having a visible impact on any of those impacts,” McCarthy 

said.  She testifi ed that 
the primary objective of 
the proposed greenhouse 
gas regulations is to 
infl uence “the international 
community,” mainly China, 
India, and other developing 
nations to follow suit 
with the United States’ 
emissions policies.

Our current operations 
do help protect the 
environment. For example, 
Holcomb Station has long 
been one of the cleanest 
in the nation as one-fourth of its construction costs were incurred for 
state-of-the-art environmental technology.  

We cannot sit idly by. As is our right, we must exercise our voice 
to remedy EPA’s proposed rules for greenhouse gases to make 
sure our families and businesses are not adversely affected by 
government regulations. Collectively, through letters and email to our 
legislators, we can demand that government regulations for energy 
production take into account consumers’ need for reliable, affordable 
energy and reasonable, achievable EPA standards that govern 
electric generation facilities, especially those that use fossil fuels. 

Even easier to do, take a few minutes today to contact the EPA 
through the Cooperative Action Network at www.action.coop. Even 
if you contacted EPA earlier this year, please consider doing so 
again since the current grassroots campaign addresses EPA’s latest 
proposed regulations.  

Having a voice is one of the most important rights each of us has 
as a U.S. citizen and as a cooperative member.  We need to use it.

~Stuart Lowry, President and CEO of Sunfl ower and Mid-Kansas

Speak out about overreach of government regulations

1970s VS 1980s
The two eras were totally different.

VS
But, they had ONE thing in common.

The Fuel Use Act
1978-1987

You see, that circle shows us the period during the 70’s and 80’s when the Fuel 
Use Act – a law banning the use of  natural gas to generate electricity - was in 
effect.    

The result – to meet growing demand for electricity, electric co-ops invested 
billions in coal generation plants.  Since then, we’ve invested billions to add 
advanced technologies to comply with EPA regulations to ensure protection of  
human health and the environment.

But, now EPA wants to relive the past and ban coal.  Which leaves us wondering – 
where will affordable power come from in the future?  

Visit www.action.coop for more information.

Do you see that big red circle in 
the graph below? 

Tell the EPA to work with us on a common sense solution. Let’s go forward, not backward.
Visit: www.action.coop

Action.coop: easy way to contact EPA

Youth from Sunfl ower’s Member 
cooperatives took part in the 
54th Annual Electric Cooperative 
Government in Action Youth Tour in 
Washington, D.C., on June 12-19.

The tour’s purpose is to foster 
awareness of the functions of 
electric cooperatives and the 
nation’s political system and 
to promote youth leadership in 
communities.

The event was attended by 
1,600 high school students from 
43 states, including 15 from 
Sunfl ower’s Member 
cooperatives and 
four from Hawaii’s 
Kauai Island Utility 
Cooperative, which 
has partnered with the 
Kansas group since 
2004. Cooperative 
representatives were 
chosen through 
an application and 
interview process. 

Aside from 
participating in the 
NRECA Youth Day, 
which celebrated the 
50th anniversary of 
NRECA’s coordinating 
the Youth Tour trip, the 
Kansas group attended 
educational seminars 
and took in national 
memorials, including Arlington 
National Cemetery, Holocaust 
Museum, Smithsonian museums, 
Mount Vernon and Kennedy 
Performing Arts Center, where they 
watched the performance of “The 
Lion King.”

   The trip also included visits with 
Senators Pat Roberts and Jerry 
Moran and Congressman Tim 
Huelskamp.

“It was great to know that those 
working in Washington care about 
what we have to say and make 
sure they do their best to serve 
us,” Victory representative Camyrn 
Williamson said.

This year’s trip, however, began 
with an unexpected turn of events. 
The scheduled Friday-night fl ight to 
Washington, D.C., was cancelled. 

It took two days and fi ve different 
fl ights to get all the travelers to their 
destination.

The students took the delay in 
stride. “These students were rock 
stars; they were so grateful for 
the activities that we had provided 

for them,” said Shana Read, 
Youth Tour director and director of 
communications for Kansas Electric 
Cooperatives Inc.                                                                             

The impact of the trip was felt in 
different ways.

“As we walked into the Lincoln 
Memorial, I was in complete awe.  
As I read those signifi cant words 
on the walls, one phrase stood 
out: ‘this nation under God.’ It 
had a humbling impact, and as I 
exited the memorial, I seemed to 
have gained a new perspective,” 

Katie Murray, Pioneer 
representative, said.

“Even though I can’t vote 
yet, I can still make an 
impact. Everybody tells you 
otherwise, but by making 
your voice heard, you can 
make an impact on the world 
around you,” Shelby Coburn, 
Western representative, 
said.

Those attending the event 
included Regan Foos and 
Payden Shapland from 
Lane-Scott; Coleman Kirby 

and Katie Murray from 
Pioneer; Jaclyn Benoit, 
Morgan Beougher and 
Regent Erickson from Prairie 
Land; Daniel Anderson 
and Abbey Hebbert from 
Southern Pioneer; Andrea 

Limon, MacKenzy Meis and 
Camryn Williamson from Victory; 
Shelby Coburn and Sarah Gustin 
from Western; and Bailey Harris 
from Wheatland. This year’s trip 
was chaperoned by Wheatland’s 
Shawn Powelson and his wife, Lisa.

Exploring democracy
Sunfl ower’s Members send 15 students to nation’s capital

• EPA’s regulations will increase costs for businesses, 
which could result in signifi cant job losses.

• These top-down regulations will disproportionately 
hurt the 42 million families and businesses across the 
country that rely on cooperatives for affordable, reliable 
electricity.

• Cooperatives recognize the importance of clean 
air and clean water—that’s why we’re proud to lead by 
example. In fact, electric cooperatives have doubled their 
owned and purchased renewable energy capacity since 
2009. The aggregated total capacity jumped from 2.9 GW 
in 2009 to 5.9 GW in 2014. This capacity includes power 
from wind, solar, small hydro, biomass, landfi ll gas and 
geothermal installations.  

• Cooperatives also recognize the importance 
of affordable and reliable electricity—which could be 
jeopardized by the EPA’s proposed regulations.

Playfully posing for the camera  at the refl ecting pool near the 
U.S. Capitol, delegates from Kansas and Hawaii take a break from 
their schedule during the Government in Action Youth Tour held 
in Washington, D.C. “The Youth Tour delegates were thrilled to be 
offered a trip of a lifetime from their sponsoring cooperatives,” said 
Shana Read, director of communications at KEC, “and no doubt 
they were thrilled to fi nally reach DC after fl ight delays.”


