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Southwest Kansas children, families value 4-H programs

Communities beneﬁt from 4-H cultural inclusiveness
Recognizing that 4-H could break down
cultural barriers and build leaders in the
community, residents in southwest
Kansas stepped up two years ago to
begin bilingual, bicultural 4-H clubs in the
area.
The program’s roots can be attributed
to Steve Irsik, agriculture businessman,
who wondered why so many Hispanic
children in his community were not
involved in 4-H.
“The kids are here, and we need to do
everything we can to help integrate them
to be successful because they are going
to be our leaders in the future,” Irsik said.
Irsik solicited help from K-State’s
Southwest Research Extension Center
in Garden City, Kan., to get a program
started. Organizations such as the
Expanded Food and Nutrition Education
program, along with local adult and migrant education programs, helped recruit
families to join the “new-audience” 4-H
clubs, according to Debra Bolton, family
and consumer sciences specialist.
Bolton described the makeup of newaudience 4-H clubs: “The meetings
involve the whole family at every
meeting, from infants to grandparents.
The parents come to be part of the kids’
activities and to be leaders. Parents
beneﬁt from being in a bilingual envi-

ronment. Most of the kids are already
bilingual.”
Activities in the new-audience 4-H
clubs include traditional 4-H activities;
however, the clubs also focus on cultural
activities.
“We get to pick and choose what will
beneﬁt our Hispanic families. Our
culture is different, so we have adapted
ourselves to do what we want to do and
what our families need,” said Mireya
Montoya, Finney County resident.
Bolton emphasized the program’s
impact on personal growth: “Because
there is an emphasis on academics and
public presentations, the program builds
a lot of conﬁdence and character in
children, and it helps them explore the
world beyond their own backyards.”
Parents agree that the program inspires aspirations for educational growth.
“The program helps me as a parent
to keep my son busy in something that
is educational. My son is interested in
the activities while also having fun. It is
a win-win for children and parents,” said
Johana Escarcega of Cimarron, Kan.
“It has opened up a different vision for
our kids’ future. It teaches them what
is out there and what we expect from
them,” Montoya said.
Support for the new-audience 4-H

program comes from private, business,
and foundation funding. Families also
invest in the clubs by serving as leaders,
paying for registrations and providing
snacks, etc. Local and state boards
afﬁliated with K-State Extension, in
addition to state and local 4-H boards,
provide operational support for the newaudience 4-H clubs.
The new-audience program is reaping
rewards in southwest Kansas
communities.
“We are building leadership skills in
adults and children who are already
here. Also, as we learn more about one
another after barriers of communication
are broken down, the richer a community
is,” Bolton said.
Parent Flor Rodriguez from Kearny
County agrees: “When we are in 4-H,
we know each other, travel together and
have fun together. It is like a family.”
Sunﬂower and its Members practice
the seventh cooperative principle—
concern for community—in their
commitment to 4-H organizations
throughout their service territories.
Employees serve in leadership roles;
support activities at county fairs; sponsor
camps, awards, educational programs
and book fairs; and provide ﬁnancial
support.

Electric cooperatives strive to keep rates as low as possible

TABLEOFCONTENTS

Clean Power Plan will impact rates
Sunﬂower Electric Power Corporation and
Mid-Kansas Electric Company are keeping
a keen eye on the ever-changing regulatory
landscape driven in large part by the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean
Power Plan (CPP). The CPP will impact
future operating protocols and, ultimately,
rate-payers’ electric bills. While determining
the impact of the CPP on the price of
electricity remains our primary focus, predicting
the ﬁnal consequences of these regulations
has proven difﬁcult due to both the breadth of
the CPP and the complicated nature of power
generation and delivery.
What We Know
• By 2030, affected generating facilities
must reduce nationwide GHG emissions
levels by 32 percent compared to 2005
levels. To achieve this reduction, EPA
established targets for every state based
on its current emission levels and mix of
generation resources. In order to reach its
objective, the EPA established interim and
ﬁnal 2030 targets based, in part, on each
state’s location in the nationwide electric
grid. Kansas’ greenhouse gas emissions
must be reduced by 44 percent, almost
twice the reduction ﬁrst proposed by the
EPA in 2014.
• Kansas has until September 2016 to
submit an initial compliance plan generally
describing how Kansas expects to
respond in its ﬁnal plan. Kansas must

•

•

submit this ﬁnal state implementation
plan by September 2018 or be subject
to a federal compliance plan.
States can choose between a rate-based
method of measurement, which
measures pounds of CO2 per megawatt
hour produced by affected generation units,
or a mass-based method of measurement,
which measures tons of CO2 produced
during a given time period by affected
generation units.
Kansas has joined more than 20 other
states asking the courts to stop the EPA
from implementing the CPP until its
legality is evaluated.

What We Don’t Know
• It is unclear which of the following
operational strategies Kansas’ electric
utilities may be forced to use to meet
the CPP: closing generation plants before
their projected retirement dates; relying
less on affordable, reliable fossil fuels; or
relying more on renewable resources.
• Additional transmission infrastructure will
be needed to accommodate the increased
requirements for renewable energy.
The cost of new transmission line ranges
between $400K-$1,500K per mile or
higher, depending on voltage level,
right-of-way issues and environmental
requirements. How much transmission
infrastructure will be needed is unknown.
• The ﬁnal impact that the CPP will have on
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energy costs and reliability has yet to be
determined; we do know it will be a burden
to electric consumers across the nation.
Staff members representing Sunﬂower
and Mid-Kansas are working with the
Kansas Corporation Commission, Kansas
Department of Health and Environment,
other Kansas utilities, and the Southwest
Power Pool to determine how to best
respond to the CPP.
“All our efforts are focused on
understanding the implications of the CPP.
The effects of this 3,000-page rule are
widely unknown, and it will take a
combined effort from utilities and state
agencies to determine the lowest cost way
to prepare ourselves for compliance,” said
Wayne Penrod, executive manager of
environmental policy for Sunﬂower and
Mid-Kansas.

KANSAS FACTS:

Learning about servant leadership,
members of a Finney County 4-H
organization raise money for the Salvation
Army in August.
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Taking part in K-State’s Multi-Culture Pride Day in
September, 4-H members from Gray, Finney, Kearny
and Ford counties engage in career exploration by
touring the campus and visiting different college
departments.

•

Currently, 545,000 lowerincome and middle-income
families— approximately half
of the state’s households—
take home an average of less
than $2,000 per month after
taxes and spend 16% of their
family budgets on energy.
(Source: “Energy Cost
Impacts on Kansas
Families,” ACCCE)

•

EPA’s carbon rules for
existing power plants are
projected to increase electric
rates nationwide, including
Kansas.

Getting ready for the upcoming Kearny County
Fair, 4-H members ﬁnalize photography and
craft projects in June.

For 22 states, the ﬁnal CPP’s emissions
reductions are more stringent than those that were
originally proposed. The dark-blue states—except
Rhode Island—rely on coal to help maintain affordable electric rates. The collective average retail electric
rate for the 21 coal-reliant states was 12% below the national average in 2014 (EIA). (Source: ACCCE)

The Current is published three times per year. If you have questions, please contact
Cindy Hertel, editor, at 785-623-3341 or chertel@sunﬂower.net. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.
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In 1957, six rural electric distribution cooperatives formed Sunﬂower to provide wholesale generation and
transmission services for western Kansas. Although decades have passed since our beginning, the cornerstone of
our business has not changed. As a cooperative, our mission is to provide our Members and the 200,000 Kansans
they serve with reliable power at the lowest possible cost using sound business practices. Sunﬂower Electric Power
Corporation…it’s energy done right.

Courts’ stays on LPC and WOTUS could change direction of regs
Recent rulings regarding the lesser prairie
chicken (LPC) and Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)
occurred in federal courts. While the LPC order
does not immediately impact Kansas, the
October WOTUS ruling has a nationwide impact.

Lesser Prairie Chicken Background

In March 2014, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) listed the LPC as a threatened
species, and it is now unlawful to “take” a LPC
without a permit. The listing has a signiﬁcant
impact on Sunﬂower Electric Corporation and
Mid-Kansas Electric Company and our Members
because about half of the bird’s population lives
in western Kansas.

Lessser Prairie Chicken Territory

The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies (WAFWA)—made up of ﬁsh and
wildlife ofﬁcials in the ﬁve states where the LPC
is most often found—developed a Rangewide
Conservation Plan (RCP). WAFWA’s RCP
serves as a potential mitigation strategy that acts
as a shield from ﬁnes in the event that a LPC or
its habitat is disturbed or harmed as deﬁned in
the Endangered Species Act.
Sunﬂower and Mid-Kansas are still
determining whether enrolling in WAFWA’s RCP
plan is in their members’ best interests because
WAFWA requires distribution cooperatives to
bury lines—an approach that is cost
prohibitive—located within a certain distance
of an existing lek (i.e., LPC mating area). To
determine a lek location, distribution cooperatives must conduct costly surveys of LPC habitat

every ﬁve years or bury distribution lines in areas
where no survey of LPC habitat has been completed. Last March, Sunﬂower and Mid-Kansas
enrolled in the WAFWA RCP since the
requirement in the RCP to bury lines does not
apply to high-voltage transmission lines.
However, membership and protection come at
a cost, which ultimately is borne by all electric
ratepayers.

The Ruling

On Sept. 1, the federal district court in Midland,
Texas, vacated the listing of the LPC as
threatened because the USFWS did not follow
its own process in conducting a thorough
analysis of the effects of
the RCP. The USFWS
took the RCP into
consideration but felt there
would be no incentive to
enroll in the plan if the
USFWS did not list the
LPC as threatened under
the Endangered Species
Act.
The ruling is good news,
but it is anticipated that
the USFWS will likely reevaluate and relist the LPC
since the high standard
for overturning any listing
decision is whether it is
“arbitrary and capricious.”
Although the population
of the species is increasing due to conservation
efforts, improving habitat,
and some drought
relief, those enrolled in
WAFWA’s RCP will likely
remain. A mass exodus
from the RCP, now or
upon a favorable ruling
in the Northern District of
Oklahoma (where Kansas is a party in the suit),
will hurt the chances to prevent a future listing.
Making future LPC population projections, the
USFWS will likely evaluate the level of enrollment
in the RCP to determine if entities are taking
measures to protect the species.
It is probable that the USFWS intends to
enforce the listing in Kansas until a ruling that
applies to Kansas is made. A ruling from the
Northern District of Oklahoma would not directly
apply to Kansas, but a decision on any appeal
of that ruling would. In a best case scenario, the
decisions in the Northern District of Oklahoma
and any subsequent appeal would be as or more
favorable than the one out of Midland, and
conservation efforts would become voluntary
rather than forced.

WOTUS Background

In June, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the U.S. Corps of Engineers signed
the ﬁnal rule for WOTUS, a rule that signiﬁcantly
expands the reach of the Clean Water Act
(CWA), passed in 1972. The new rule became
effective on Aug. 28, 2015.
Under the newly deﬁned segment of the CWA,
WOTUS includes more than just navigable
waters. The number of classiﬁed stream miles
in Kansas increases, according to the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment, from
30,620 to more than 150,000 miles. Many
agricultural and industrial activities, including
those associated with generating and delivering
electricity, may well be viewed as impacting
waters of the U.S. For example, power lines will
likely “cross” more protected tributaries
(including those that only have water after a
rain), necessitating more permitting for
construction and maintenance. These permitting
requirements translate into more uncertainty,
more delay and more costs.

The Ruling

On Aug. 27, 2015, a federal district court in North
Dakota granted a preliminary injunction blocking
WOTUS. The suit—which was ﬁled by 13 states,
not including Kansas—argued that the EPA
expanded federal control over land that is
subject to state control. The ruling is an attempt
to clarify the scope of federal jurisdiction under
the CWA.
After the August ruling, WOTUS remained in
effect for the states that did not join the suit ﬁled
in North Dakota. However, on Oct. 9, in a suit
that included Kansas as a petitioner, a federal
appeals court issued a nationwide stay that
temporarily blocks the enforcement of WOTUS.
The stay will remain in effect until the appeals
court determines whether it has jurisdiction to
hear the case or whether the case belongs in a
district court.
Electric cooperatives from across the nation,
along with the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA), spoke out
against the expanded CWA during the public
comment period last fall. NRECA continues
active support of legislation to direct the agencies
to withdraw the ﬁnal rule and consult with stakeholders, especially small business, prior to
reproposing the WOTUS rule. NRECA also supports guidance from Congress on what should
and should not be included in a reproposed rule.
“The electric industry, as well other industries
serving central and western Kansas, are concerned
about the far-reaching impacts of both the WOTUS
and LPC regulations,” said Stuart Lowry, CEO. The
recent court rulings give us optimism that reason
will prevail and that the agencies will appropriately
balance the costs against the beneﬁts of their
regulatory initiatives.”
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neighbors serving neighbors

In 2005, ﬁve rural electric distribution cooperatives and one wholly owned subsidiary formed Mid-Kansas to provide
wholesale generation and transmission services in 33 central and western Kansas counties. Based on the cooperative
principles, Mid-Kansas focuses on making our communities a great place to live and raise a family by providing
reliable, affordable energy to our Members. It’s because at Mid-Kansas Electric Company we’re neighbors
serving neighbors.

Reliability drives transmission build-out

Harper-to-Milan route begins to take shape
Early in 2015, Mid-Kansas Electric Company was notiﬁed by the Southwest
Power Pool (SPP) that the construction of a 138 kV transmission line is
necessary to provide a reliable supply of electricity to residents and businesses
in Harper, Kingman and Sumner counties. The new line, which will carry a
higher voltage than the current line, will better support existing load and enable
future economic growth by allowing industry to build in areas that previously
could not support the electricity requirements.
The transmission project will consist of approximately 75 miles of highvoltage transmission line and will include upgrades to the Harper Substation.
The transmission line will likely consist of steel monopoles approximately 85
feet in height with spans up to 300 feet.
The determination of the ﬁnal route is planned for early 2016. Right-of-entry
agreements, environmental and legal surveys, engineering, easement
acquisition and permitting will take place before construction of the line begins
in 2017. Energization of the project is expected to occur in 2018.
In August, public open houses were held in Harper and Mayﬁeld, Kan., and
both were well attended. The open houses allowed landowners to share
property information with the Mid-Kansas team of engineers. That
information—such as locations of active oil leases, center-pivot irrigation, and
structures, along with types of agriculture and ranching practices—was applied
to the study area map in order to narrow the potential transmission route.
In October, additional open houses were held in Harper and Mayﬁeld. A
reﬁned “corridor area” was presented to those in attendance, and landowners
were encouraged to provide project feedback and any additional property
information so that Mid-Kansas can further narrow route options by
December. Those routes will be presented during the “proposed routes” open
houses, which will take place in Harper on Dec. 15 and in Mayﬁeld on Dec.16.
“On the Harper-to-Milan project, we are implementing our expanded public
involvement process. We’re taking additional steps to both inform and educate
the public in conjunction with gathering public information and comments into a
centralized database,” said David Debes, project manager for Mid-Kansas.
More project information is available at www.midkansaselectric.net. To ask
questions about the project, contact Abby Hinman, external affairs specialist for
Mid-Kansas, at (785) 623-6605.

Danny Frederick, project manager for POWER Engineers, Inc., provides
assistance to landowners who want to locate their property on a large-scale
satellite map during the Harper-to-Milan open house in Harper, Kan. on
Aug. 11.

Steve Spencer, manager of transmission substation and transmission line
engineering for Mid-Kansas, explains the process of route selection to
landowners at an open house at the Harper Fair Barn on Oct. 20.

Garrett Aston, right-of-way agent for Land Services, Inc., and Abby Hinman,
external affairs specialist for Mid-Kansas, provide information to Harper
County landowners about the land acquisition process that will take place
during the Harper-to-Milan transmission project.
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In 1957, six rural electric distribution cooperatives formed Sunflower to provide wholesale generation and
transmission services for western Kansas. Although decades have passed since our beginning, the cornerstone of
our business has not changed. As a cooperative, our mission is to provide our Members and the 200,000 Kansans
they serve with reliable power at the lowest possible cost using sound business practices. Sunflower Electric Power
Corporation…it’s energy done right.

Courts’ stays on LPC and WOTUS could change direction of regs
Recent rulings regarding the lesser prairie
chicken (LPC) and Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)
occurred in federal courts. While the LPC order
does not immediately impact Kansas, the
October WOTUS ruling has a nationwide impact.

Lesser Prairie Chicken Background
In March 2014, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) listed the LPC as a threatened
species, and it is now unlawful to “take” a LPC
without a permit. The listing has a significant
impact on Sunflower Electric Corporation and
Mid-Kansas Electric Company and our Members
because about half of the bird’s population lives
in western Kansas.

Lessser Prairie Chicken Territory

The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies (WAFWA)—made up of fish and
wildlife officials in the five states where the LPC
is most often found—developed a Rangewide
Conservation Plan (RCP). WAFWA’s RCP
serves as a potential mitigation strategy that acts
as a shield from fines in the event that a LPC or
its habitat is disturbed or harmed as defined in
the Endangered Species Act.
Sunflower and Mid-Kansas are still
determining whether enrolling in WAFWA’s RCP
plan is in their members’ best interests because
WAFWA requires distribution cooperatives to
bury lines—an approach that is cost
prohibitive—located within a certain distance
of an existing lek (i.e., LPC mating area). To
determine a lek location, distribution cooperatives must conduct costly surveys of LPC habitat

every five years or bury distribution lines in areas
where no survey of LPC habitat has been completed. Last March, Sunflower and Mid-Kansas
enrolled in the WAFWA RCP since the
requirement in the RCP to bury lines does not
apply to high-voltage transmission lines.
However, membership and protection come at
a cost, which ultimately is borne by all electric
ratepayers.

The Ruling
On Sept. 1, the federal district court in Midland,
Texas, vacated the listing of the LPC as
threatened because the USFWS did not follow
its own process in conducting a thorough
analysis of the effects of
the RCP. The USFWS
took the RCP into
consideration but felt there
would be no incentive to
enroll in the plan if the
USFWS did not list the
LPC as threatened under
the Endangered Species
Act.
The ruling is good news,
but it is anticipated that
the USFWS will likely reevaluate and relist the LPC
since the high standard
for overturning any listing
decision is whether it is
“arbitrary and capricious.”
Although the population
of the species is increasing due to conservation
efforts, improving habitat,
and some drought
relief, those enrolled in
WAFWA’s RCP will likely
remain. A mass exodus
from the RCP, now or
upon a favorable ruling
in the Northern District of
Oklahoma (where Kansas is a party in the suit),
will hurt the chances to prevent a future listing.
Making future LPC population projections, the
USFWS will likely evaluate the level of enrollment
in the RCP to determine if entities are taking
measures to protect the species.
It is probable that the USFWS intends to
enforce the listing in Kansas until a ruling that
applies to Kansas is made. A ruling from the
Northern District of Oklahoma would not directly
apply to Kansas, but a decision on any appeal
of that ruling would. In a best case scenario, the
decisions in the Northern District of Oklahoma
and any subsequent appeal would be as or more
favorable than the one out of Midland, and
conservation efforts would become voluntary
rather than forced.

WOTUS Background
In June, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the U.S. Corps of Engineers signed
the final rule for WOTUS, a rule that significantly
expands the reach of the Clean Water Act
(CWA), passed in 1972. The new rule became
effective on Aug. 28, 2015.
Under the newly defined segment of the CWA,
WOTUS includes more than just navigable
waters. The number of classified stream miles
in Kansas increases, according to the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment, from
30,620 to more than 150,000 miles. Many
agricultural and industrial activities, including
those associated with generating and delivering
electricity, may well be viewed as impacting
waters of the U.S. For example, power lines will
likely “cross” more protected tributaries
(including those that only have water after a
rain), necessitating more permitting for
construction and maintenance. These permitting
requirements translate into more uncertainty,
more delay and more costs.

The Ruling
On Aug. 27, 2015, a federal district court in North
Dakota granted a preliminary injunction blocking
WOTUS. The suit—which was filed by 13 states,
not including Kansas—argued that the EPA
expanded federal control over land that is
subject to state control. The ruling is an attempt
to clarify the scope of federal jurisdiction under
the CWA.
After the August ruling, WOTUS remained in
effect for the states that did not join the suit filed
in North Dakota. However, on Oct. 9, in a suit
that included Kansas as a petitioner, a federal
appeals court issued a nationwide stay that
temporarily blocks the enforcement of WOTUS.
The stay will remain in effect until the appeals
court determines whether it has jurisdiction to
hear the case or whether the case belongs in a
district court.
Electric cooperatives from across the nation,
along with the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA), spoke out
against the expanded CWA during the public
comment period last fall. NRECA continues
active support of legislation to direct the agencies
to withdraw the final rule and consult with stakeholders, especially small business, prior to
reproposing the WOTUS rule. NRECA also supports guidance from Congress on what should
and should not be included in a reproposed rule.
“The electric industry, as well other industries
serving central and western Kansas, are concerned
about the far-reaching impacts of both the WOTUS
and LPC regulations,” said Stuart Lowry, CEO. The
recent court rulings give us optimism that reason
will prevail and that the agencies will appropriately
balance the costs against the benefits of their
regulatory initiatives.”
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neighbors serving neighbors

In 2005, five rural electric distribution cooperatives and one wholly owned subsidiary formed Mid-Kansas to provide
wholesale generation and transmission services in 33 central and western Kansas counties. Based on the cooperative
principles, Mid-Kansas focuses on making our communities a great place to live and raise a family by providing
reliable, affordable energy to our Members. It’s because at Mid-Kansas Electric Company we’re neighbors
serving neighbors.

Reliability drives transmission build-out

Harper-to-Milan route begins to take shape
Early in 2015, Mid-Kansas Electric Company was notified by the Southwest
Power Pool (SPP) that the construction of a 138 kV transmission line is
necessary to provide a reliable supply of electricity to residents and businesses
in Harper, Kingman and Sumner counties. The new line, which will carry a
higher voltage than the current line, will better support existing load and enable
future economic growth by allowing industry to build in areas that previously
could not support the electricity requirements.
The transmission project will consist of approximately 75 miles of highvoltage transmission line and will include upgrades to the Harper Substation.
The transmission line will likely consist of steel monopoles approximately 85
feet in height with spans up to 800 feet.
The determination of the final route is planned for early 2016. Right-of-entry
agreements, environmental and legal surveys, engineering, easement
acquisition and permitting will take place before construction of the line begins
in 2017. Energization of the project is expected to occur in 2018.
In August, public open houses were held in Harper and Mayfield, Kan., and
both were well attended. The open houses allowed landowners to share
property information with the Mid-Kansas team of engineers. That
information—such as locations of active oil leases, center-pivot irrigation, and
structures, along with types of agriculture and ranching practices—was applied
to the study area map in order to narrow the potential transmission route.
In October, additional open houses were held in Harper and Mayfield. A
refined “corridor area” was presented to those in attendance, and landowners
were encouraged to provide project feedback and any additional property
information so that Mid-Kansas can further narrow route options by
December. Those routes will be presented during the “proposed routes” open
houses, which will take place in Harper on Dec. 15 and in Mayfield on Dec.16.
“On the Harper-to-Milan project, we are implementing our expanded public
involvement process. We’re taking additional steps to both inform and educate
the public in conjunction with gathering public information and comments into a
centralized database,” said David Debes, project manager for Mid-Kansas.
More project information is available at www.midkansaselectric.net. To ask
questions about the project, contact Abby Hinman, external affairs specialist for
Mid-Kansas, at (785) 623-6605.

Danny Frederick, project manager for POWER Engineers, Inc., provides
assistance to landowners who want to locate their property on a large-scale
satellite map during the Harper-to-Milan open house in Harper, Kan. on
Aug. 11.

Steve Spencer, manager of transmission substation and transmission line
engineering for Mid-Kansas, explains the process of route selection to
landowners at an open house at the Harper Fair Barn on Oct. 20.

Garrett Aston, right-of-way agent for Land Services, Inc., and Abby Hinman,
external affairs specialist for Mid-Kansas, provide information to Harper
County landowners about the land acquisition process that will take place
during the Harper-to-Milan transmission project.
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Southwest Kansas children, families value 4-H programs

Communities beneﬁt from 4-H cultural inclusiveness
Recognizing that 4-H could break down
cultural barriers and build leaders in the
community, residents in southwest
Kansas stepped up two years ago to
begin bilingual, bicultural 4-H clubs in the
area.
The program’s roots can be attributed
to Steve Irsik, agriculture businessman,
who wondered why so many Hispanic
children in his community were not
involved in 4-H.
“The kids are here, and we need to do
everything we can to help integrate them
to be successful because they are going
to be our leaders in the future,” Irsik said.
Irsik solicited help from K-State’s
Southwest Research Extension Center
in Garden City, Kan., to get a program
started. Organizations such as the
Expanded Food and Nutrition Education
program, along with local adult and migrant education programs, helped recruit
families to join the “new-audience” 4-H
clubs, according to Debra Bolton, family
and consumer sciences specialist.
Bolton described the makeup of newaudience 4-H clubs: “The meetings
involve the whole family at every
meeting, from infants to grandparents.
The parents come to be part of the kids’
activities and to be leaders. Parents
beneﬁt from being in a bilingual envi-

ronment. Most of the kids are already
bilingual.”
Activities in the new-audience 4-H
clubs include traditional 4-H activities;
however, the clubs also focus on cultural
activities.
“We get to pick and choose what will
beneﬁt our Hispanic families. Our
culture is different, so we have adapted
ourselves to do what we want to do and
what our families need,” said Mireya
Montoya, Finney County resident.
Bolton emphasized the program’s
impact on personal growth: “Because
there is an emphasis on academics and
public presentations, the program builds
a lot of conﬁdence and character in
children, and it helps them explore the
world beyond their own backyards.”
Parents agree that the program inspires aspirations for educational growth.
“The program helps me as a parent
to keep my son busy in something that
is educational. My son is interested in
the activities while also having fun. It is
a win-win for children and parents,” said
Johana Escarcega of Cimarron, Kan.
“It has opened up a different vision for
our kids’ future. It teaches them what
is out there and what we expect from
them,” Montoya said.
Support for the new-audience 4-H

program comes from private, business,
and foundation funding. Families also
invest in the clubs by serving as leaders,
paying for registrations and providing
snacks, etc. Local and state boards
afﬁliated with K-State Extension, in
addition to state and local 4-H boards,
provide operational support for the newaudience 4-H clubs.
The new-audience program is reaping
rewards in southwest Kansas
communities.
“We are building leadership skills in
adults and children who are already
here. Also, as we learn more about one
another after barriers of communication
are broken down, the richer a community
is,” Bolton said.
Parent Flor Rodriguez from Kearny
County agrees: “When we are in 4-H,
we know each other, travel together and
have fun together. It is like a family.”
Sunﬂower and its Members practice
the seventh cooperative principle—
concern for community—in their
commitment to 4-H organizations
throughout their service territories.
Employees serve in leadership roles;
support activities at county fairs; sponsor
camps, awards, educational programs
and book fairs; and provide ﬁnancial
support.

Electric cooperatives strive to keep rates as low as possible
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Clean Power Plan will impact rates
Sunﬂower Electric Power Corporation and
Mid-Kansas Electric Company are keeping
a keen eye on the ever-changing regulatory
landscape driven in large part by the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean
Power Plan (CPP). The CPP will impact
future operating protocols and, ultimately,
rate-payers’ electric bills. While determining
the impact of the CPP on the price of
electricity remains our primary focus, predicting
the ﬁnal consequences of these regulations
has proven difﬁcult due to both the breadth of
the CPP and the complicated nature of power
generation and delivery.
What We Know
• By 2030, affected generating facilities
must reduce nationwide GHG emissions
levels by 32 percent compared to 2005
levels. To achieve this reduction, EPA
established targets for every state based
on its current emission levels and mix of
generation resources. In order to reach its
objective, the EPA established interim and
ﬁnal 2030 targets based, in part, on each
state’s location in the nationwide electric
grid. Kansas’ greenhouse gas emissions
must be reduced by 44 percent, almost
twice the reduction ﬁrst proposed by the
EPA in 2014.
• Kansas has until September 2016 to
submit an initial compliance plan generally
describing how Kansas expects to
respond in its ﬁnal plan. Kansas must

•

•

submit this ﬁnal state implementation
plan by September 2018 or be subject
to a federal compliance plan.
States can choose between a rate-based
method of measurement, which
measures pounds of CO2 per megawatt
hour produced by affected generation units,
or a mass-based method of measurement,
which measures tons of CO2 produced
during a given time period by affected
generation units.
Kansas has joined more than 20 other
states asking the courts to stop the EPA
from implementing the CPP until its
legality is evaluated.

What We Don’t Know
• It is unclear which of the following
operational strategies Kansas’ electric
utilities may be forced to use to meet
the CPP: closing generation plants before
their projected retirement dates; relying
less on affordable, reliable fossil fuels; or
relying more on renewable resources.
• Additional transmission infrastructure will
be needed to accommodate the increased
requirements for renewable energy.
The cost of new transmission line ranges
between $400K-$1,500K per mile or
higher, depending on voltage level,
right-of-way issues and environmental
requirements. How much transmission
infrastructure will be needed is unknown.
• The ﬁnal impact that the CPP will have on
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energy costs and reliability has yet to be
determined; we do know it will be a burden
to electric consumers across the nation.
Staff members representing Sunﬂower
and Mid-Kansas are working with the
Kansas Corporation Commission, Kansas
Department of Health and Environment,
other Kansas utilities, and the Southwest
Power Pool to determine how to best
respond to the CPP.
“All our efforts are focused on
understanding the implications of the CPP.
The effects of this 3,000-page rule are
widely unknown, and it will take a
combined effort from utilities and state
agencies to determine the lowest cost way
to prepare ourselves for compliance,” said
Wayne Penrod, executive manager of
environmental policy for Sunﬂower and
Mid-Kansas.

KANSAS FACTS:

Learning about servant leadership,
members of a Finney County 4-H
organization raise money for the Salvation
Army in August.
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Taking part in K-State’s Multi-Culture Pride Day in
September, 4-H members from Gray, Finney, Kearny
and Ford counties engage in career exploration by
touring the campus and visiting different college
departments.

•

Currently, 545,000 lowerincome and middle-income
families— approximately half
of the state’s households—
take home an average of less
than $2,000 per month after
taxes and spend 16% of their
family budgets on energy.
(Source: “Energy Cost
Impacts on Kansas
Families,” ACCCE)

•

EPA’s carbon rules for
existing power plants are
projected to increase electric
rates nationwide, including
Kansas.

Getting ready for the upcoming Kearny County
Fair, 4-H members ﬁnalize photography and
craft projects in June.

For 22 states, the ﬁnal CPP’s emissions
reductions are more stringent than those that were
originally proposed. The dark-blue states—except
Rhode Island—rely on coal to help maintain affordable electric rates. The collective average retail electric
rate for the 21 coal-reliant states was 12% below the national average in 2014 (EIA). (Source: ACCCE)

The Current is published three times per year. If you have questions, please contact
Cindy Hertel, editor, at 785-623-3341 or chertel@sunﬂower.net. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

